Pick your palace — luxury awaits
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architecture and 21t century
luxury define the 204 bungalow
suites (847 fo 2,486 square feet)
and 128 villas (2,193 to 3,581
square feet) that include pri-
vate garages, kitchens and
ocean-view terraces. Tom
Fazio returned to fine-tune his

been installing glass tilesina
136-foot-diameter saltwater

ment-room spa, and hand-
cutting ceiling beams for La
Cappella, the wedding venue
with ocean views.

Opening date: Nov. 26.

Rates: $695 to $1,750 a night.
for the bungalow suites; $1,450-
0 $2,700 a night for the villas.
Info: (800) 820-8800;
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Hotel shangri-ta

HOTEL SKANGliI-LA: A $30-million renovation will add
‘modern touches, ocean views to the 1939 hotel in Santa Monica.

RITZ-CARLTON,

retro feel, while
adding a 12,000-square-foot
SpaTerre, the largest in the

clubs (Hyde Lounge, Area),
restaurants (Katsuya, Foxtail)
and now, hotels. The 297-room

Hollywood Regency style. The
renovation of the 1959 hotel

Executive Sam Nazarian, the
young developer of hot night-

RANCHO MIRAGE Noble House Hotels & Resorts | flagship ofhis SLS Hotels
‘Where: 68-900 Frank Sinatra collection, and the signature brand debuts with a renowned
Drive, Rancho Mirage. Setona : restaurant, Circa 59, and the assortment of contributors: -
850-foot: bluffand spanning40 ; '50s-inspired Starlight Lounge. : Philippe Starck designed the |
acres overlooking greater Palm : Opening: Mid-October. look; Spanish chef José Andrégs
Springs. Rates: view ine; French designer ¢
Inside look: The Ritz-Carlton : ratesareavailablefromNov.1 | Pascal Humbert the uniforms;
plans to open after a top-to- to Jan. 31, beginning at $249 a and Murray Moss the retail
bottom, $500-million reno- night, a 30% discount on pub- shops. Starwood Hotels &
'vation that closed the former lished rates. Resorts Worldwide is manag-
Lodge at Rancho Mirage in Info: (760) 327-8311; ing the property, which launch-
August 2006. The new Ritzwill : www.psriviera.com es the SLS Hotels brand.
include 260 rooms and 150 Opening: November.
luxury residences, a $25-mil- SETAI Rates: Rooms begin in the,
lion, 24,000-square-foot La ‘Where: 1047 5th Ave., north of 00 range.
Prairie spa, and a fleet of din- the Gaslamp Quarter, between : Info: (310) 247-0400;
ing experiences inspired by Bmsdwsy and CStreet, San www.slshotels.com
Joachim Splichal of Patina and
Pinot fame. The sophisticated mmelook.Modemaécor ELSEWHE“E AROUND
rooms aredone inacasualbut : accented with Asian touches THE BRG!
luxurious desert-chicmotif,a  and original art. The 184-room ; Santa Monlcn's Hotel
break from the hotel will a Shangri-] Laisgemngasso-
old-world Ritz look, which Iobby lounge, pool with food ‘million, modern upgrade toits
instead features local-archi- and beverage service, aspa,a | ArtDeco-meets-the-1980slook.
tecture, design and three-story anda Most of the rooms in the
details. recording studio. 1939 building will have ocean
Rates: snamngatsaosumgm Opening: December. views.
‘Opening: For stays in early Rates: Through March 31,
2009, when the resortopens, | room rates start at a ol el ]
reservations will be accepted discounted $300 per e e
b b versal Hotel will have received:
i ih OUober: TR, an extensive renovation that
Info: (760) 321-8282, Info: (619) 515-3000, inch
ludes the 451 remodeled
rooms, a new lobby and re-
RIVIERA RESORT & SPA SLS HOTEL AT freshed cuisine courtesy of a
Where: On 24 acresat 1600N. | BEVERLY HILLS ey eaRkve et
Indian Canyon Drive, innorth- | Where:465 S. La Cienega ‘The Mondrian Los Angeles on
ern downtown Palm Springs. Blvd., Beverly Hills. ‘Sunset Boulevard in West
for ‘A $230-million recently finished a
nearly two years, the landmark : renovation and purchase of the i $40-million update to the
resort isset to quietlyreopen  : former Le Meridien Beverly Starck original. Designer
aftera $70-million renovation. ; Hills hotel is the latest entre- | Benjamin Noriega-Ortiz called
Its 406 guest rooms and suites | preneurial endeavor from his new look, “Alice in Wonder-
d in Group Chief land meets Hollywood.”

valli.herman@latimes.com



